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St Joseph’s Primary School 

Pastoral Care Policy 
 
 
Pastoral care permeates all aspects of school life. It reflects the values, 
attitudes, beliefs and practices of our Catholic faith and involves all 
members of our school community - children, teachers, parents and all 
other adults who contribute to the well being of each child. 
 
We strive to create a Christian atmosphere where God's love is 
experienced by all members of the school community through their 
relationships with each other, where Christ is an example to all and where 
each child is helped to develop his/her full potential in every aspect of 
development - intellectual, social, physical, moral and religious. To achieve 
this, children are made aware that they all have something to contribute 
to society. We aim to give them an awareness of their own special skills 
and talents, for example through our recently established After School 
Enrichment programme, for their own fulfilment and for the benefit of 
the community. We believe that children have the right to succeed and be 
protected from failure. 
 
We will endeavour to: 
 
• help the children to develop a sense of self respect, the capacity to live 

as independent adults and the ability to function as contributing 
members of society. 

 
• help the children acquire knowledge, skills and practical abilities and 

the will to use them. 
 
• prepare the children for adult life at home, at work, at leisure and at 

large as responsible citizens. 
 
• help the children develop qualities of mind, body, spirit, feeling and 

imagination. 
 
• help the children develop self-confidence and independence and equip 

them to take their place as Christians in a world of changing values. 
 



• give the children a basic moral education which will lead them into a 
living relationship with Christ in the church. 

 
• create a school which is complementary to the Catholic home. 
 
• create an atmosphere of a Christian community in the school where 

everyone plays their part in living out a Christian way of life. 
 
• instil in the children the qualities of confidence, tolerance, loyalty and 

independence with consideration for others. 
 
• provide a system of pastoral care which will exemplify fairness, 

compassion, tolerance and forgiveness, while, at the same time setting 
high standards of respect, self-discipline, commitment and generosity. 

 
• Our Brilliant Beanstalk, pupil of the week, class of the week and buddy 

system are in place to encourage these attributes in our pupils. 
 
• Feelings boards and boxes are used to encourage our pupils to 

communicate how they are feeling and through circle time/PDMU we 
further promote the importance of ‘emotional literacy’. 

 
The welfare of each child will be monitored under the following headings:- 
  

Punctuality 
 Courtesy 
 Appearance 
 Behaviour 
 Attitude to teachers and other adults 
 Attitude to other pupils 
 Homework 
 Road Safety (PSNI/Active Travel programme) 
 School work 
 Parent/teacher liaison 
 Educational visits 
 Transfer from Primary to Secondary school 
 
We recognise the valuable and important role which parents play in their 
child's education. We try to ensure that parents are made to feel 
welcome, that they are aware of the school's aims, objectives and policies 
and of their child's individual needs, progress and achievement and we 



encourage parents to co-operate with the school in achieving these goals. 
There are many opportunities for parents to visit the school [e.g. 
Curriculum evening/workshops, First Holy Communion and Confirmation 
preparation, Catholic schools’ week, assemblies, prize giving, school 
performances, Active Travel activities and parents may visit the school at 
any other time or by appointment. In the Autumn term, the class teachers 
meet with parents to have a consultation about individual children's 
progress. Parents of children on IEPs also meet regularly with the class 
teacher to review their child’s progress.  
 
Links with the community will continue to be encouraged and further 
developed. 
Links with the local Secondary schools have been established in order to 
ease each child's transition to second level education and Secondary 
teachers are encouraged to visit the school in the Summer term to talk to 
children transferring to their schools. We have recently embarked on a 
‘Shared project’with St Columba’s College, Portaferry and in the KS2/3 
transition project (September 2016) 
 
We liaise closely with our parish priest, Fr John McManus and Church 
organisations especially in preparing children for the reception of the 
sacraments of First Holy Communion, First Confession and Confirmation. 
We co-operate with the work carried out by the local Health Authority 
personnel and when necessary, we seek the help and advice of other 
statutory agencies. We co-operate fully with other visitors such as the 
school nurse, dental nurse and educational psychologist who visit the 
school in order to cater for the needs of the children. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 

 


